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25X1 A 


,25X1 A 


1. rations 


25X1 A 


Tbs aircraft arrived safely and on ecbedule[ 


on 


m* »*<*.▼-*■*■ ""ir 1 — ~ Tv 7 — I 

Wednesday. 28 February 1962. Work proceeded immediately on re- 
isrtf M y and by **arisy control system and fuel system checks were 
uaOermiy. A small leak was found in tbs rudder boost system, but 
tM« vu immediately clesred up and the controls and, elec trica l 
systems checked out satisfactorily. It was ismsdiatsly apparent, 
ho wever, that the fuel system was is trouble with leaks turning up in 
mil tanks. By Tuesday a full fuel check was made under operating 
sressure and to as observer it appeared that t he aircraft waa leak- 
ing everywhere, literally raining underneath. It waa immediately 

and the search for leaks started. By Wednesday it imammT 

mined that there ware dozens of leaks per tank and that the L 1 

qsmk sealer was failing to do the Job* The sealing, personnel 


s M- to strip it out in long intact strips and it was apparent that 
it was net adhering to the metal structure. A tentative decision 
mas made Wednesday night to strip tbs entire aircraft and reseal with 

thel Isealant. was approved at a meeting with Kelly at 

Burbank Thursday morning. 

The strippi^ and resealing will probably delay having the alr- 
srwt flight ready for six weeks. Scwever, plans ire bsing made to 
start texi runs with fuel is #3 (sump) tank only, or is external tanks, 
thi* sh ou ld enable us to taxi within three weeks. 


25X1A 


25X1 A 


, , held a staff meeting at ®j 30 Thursday morn- 

ing for a eo^iets briefing on ed m i n i s tretton , security, construction, 
sad techni cal status at the base. There appear to be no serious loose 
ends other than technical at the moment. I &** them their first 
sosmlete briefing cm the status of the aircraft, both technical end 
schedule. I believe they are now in a better position to do their 
planning for ba se operations ead training. As a result of the status 
of the proggem. r I is reconsidering his requirement for 


pilots and when they will eewe on board 


25X1 A 


Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP81B00879R001 000080086-3 



Approved For Release 


-3 



25X1 C 


QXC-3178 
Cop y 4 of b 

Fsge 2 


e. fbi 

feetorily and on schedule. 


Jm been operating very satis- 


: 


1 

I 


i 


2* d-12 Mfg. Statue 

*. Oa 26 February I stated that the #2 airframe vu a month 
***y f*om moving into the "C" mating Jig and that #3 «u Moving wU 
is the “A” jig and was gaining on #2. Shi* statu* still renal ns and 
1 believe that the predicted date that #2 nerves to the *0* jig and 
#3 to the "B* Jig is still good, 

b. It now appears that there say be sons i naarovensa t in the 
final assembly tine since they are no longer uaina T ~~k a a easier. 25X1 A 
Shis should eliminate one of their biggest assembly headaches. 


25X1 A 


o. Suwt is no further word on the status of gsneral iteas of 
equipment and plumbing except that there vUl be no shortages for #2. 

d. She parachute jrogrsa is continuing at XI Centro. Three 
live juap* sere aade last Friday, March 2, fro* low altitude and were 
satisfactory ,. Tv© parachute rigs suitable for early flying were delivered 
i**t seek* She problem of the high speed drogue parachute 


is not as yet resolved, but is being worked on. 


Three additional live jump* were made March 8 sad four Jumps la 
full pressure suit were scheduled March $, but held up due to weather. 


25X1 A 
25X1 A 

25X1 A 


baa apparently solved their last big problem which 
the skin-pen banding. She d elivery date o f the static test article 


of April 21 bov looks good. 


has assured us that the 


addition of three jOys on each skin will not affect the dX character, 
istlcs of the fin. 


25X1 A **1 


25X1A 


&* ** bss been no appreciable progress in the AR progrsa at the 
I IBacy «*• still working on the design sad loading of the spike 
and are still endeavoring to get as operational 70 ae. rig. 


5*' Conclusion* : 

a. She sea l tr i g problem on #1 will delay the ground and flight 
test programs three to six weeks. 
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b. #2 tMrau will probably not be delivered before the end 
of August based cm past sad present progress. 


c. 


The substitution of the 


esses the 


25X1 A 


final assembly problem, bat dess not necessarily solve the sealing 
jarcblea since It is set rated for as high a temperature as desired. 

I reeoasend an approach to the problem wherein we construct a typical 
titaalm ta nk to which we apply various sealant aaterisls and 
test it under heat, pressure, sad shake* ibis, it appears to as, is 
a were realistic approach to the parables. 1 would like to discuss 
this with you cn ay next trip to Washington. 


25xi a mm 


X&giseerinfi Consultant 
DB/OTO 


25X1 A 

jftgPahaJ (12 March 1962) 
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